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Risk of Spills from Marine Vessels in the Aleutian Islands:

A Study to Design a Comprehensive Risk Assessment



PREVENTION MEASURES

· Enhance or expand vessel tracking and communication systems (voluntary VTIS for Unimak Pass or mandatory traffic management scheme)

· Expand existing AIS network to encompass larger region (esp. southern route)

· Build and operate more AIS receiver stations throughout the Aleutians and possibly along the southern route by using weather buoys for mounting

· Increase other NAVAIDS throughout the Aleutian shipping lanes. 

· Provide standby rescue tugs to respond to vessels in distress (large enough for prevailing conditions and ships in trade)

· Enhance tug of opportunity network

· Station a multi-purpose vessel in DH with rescue tug capabilities but other uses (research, etc.) to help pay the cost.

· Provide escort tugs for certain vessels and conditions in Unimak Pass

· Enhance requirements for voyage planning and safety features for vessels calling at US and Canadian ports and transiting Aleutians.

· Increase inspection and enforcement of safety requirements on vessels (esp. older vessels) calling at US and Canadian ports and transiting Aleutians

· Update charts and Coast Pilots; improve weather forcasting

· Implement storm and severe weather rules for Unimak Pass and greater Aleutians

· Enhance and expand USCG response capabilities for vessels in distress (added teams, rescue vessels and helicopters, located at DH)

· Implement traffic separation scheme in and/or near Unimak Pass

· Implement speed restrictions in shipping lanes

· Establish restrictions for certain sensitive areas of operation

· Enhance requirements for vessel safety equipment and training and enforce existing requirements

· Require pollution / response plans for all large vessels transiting sensitive areas similar to requirements for vessels calling at Alaska ports.

· Require all large vessels to have tow packages

· Expand upon emergency towing equipment current implemented in DH

· Identify a network of places of refuge and develop refuge plans for their use

· Implement long-range vessel tracking and use to identify potential problems

· Establish an incident and near-miss reporting system with safeguards for mariners

· Expand pilotage areas and pilot services to Unimak Pass and other possible locations

VESSEL ENHANCEMENTS

· Require redundant steering and propulsion for tankers

· Require redundant steering and propulsion for tugs towing tank barges

· Require redundant steering and propulsion for all vessels

· Require double hull protection for fuel tanks

· Require double hull protection of cargo tanks on tank barges

· Raise liability limits

RESPONSE IMPROVEMENTS

· Station adequate salvage and lightering equipment and capabilities at key locations

· Finalize USCG salvage and firefighting requirements

· Enhance oil spill response capabilities and training

· Conduct emergency training and salvage drills
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